HILLSIDE

FOOD PANTRY

EVANSTON

It’s more than just the food...

Another year is just about over. | continue to be grateful and thankful every day for all of you and for your
consistency and faithfulness in volunteering. You see how much food comes in and goes out and what it takes to
process it al. Without an army of volunteers we would not be able to do what we do.

It was a fairly uneventful year this year. No freezers or fridges broke down (yay!) We had a little concern over
illegal immigration activities in the Evanston area earlier this year, but that didn’t affect us. Our numbers have
been fairly consistent. We continue to be well supplied with food.

Some of the happenings at the pantry this year...

e Hunger Resource Network. Chicken Day!!! Dan Jariabka and his organization do an extraordinary job of
raising funds to purchase and donate 125,000+ pounds of chicken to local soup kitchens and food
pantries during their Community Outreach Days. We received 2,000 pounds of frozen chicken quarters
in 10 Ib bags around Easter time. This year | elected not to take a November delivery since we were
receiving a huge holiday food order from the Greater Chicago Food Depository and there is only so
much space to put frozen items.

e Churches, schools, and community groups: We continually receive nonperishable donations from local
churches, schools, and members of the community. We received donations from Cub Scouts & Boy
Scouts, Trinity Lutheran Church, a sorority at Northwestern, St. Joan of Arc Academy, Evanston Mindful
Psychology Associates, Northlight Theater, and more. Kingsley School 1%t and 2" graders made 75
birthday bags for us (cake mix, frosting, candles, and a homemade card in a decorated bag), Of note, a
family whose daughter was having her Bat Mitzvah set up a GoFundMe account and raised over $3,000
for us back in May. What a great way to celebrate a milestone in a young woman's life.
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Greater Chicago Food Depository (GCFD): We have been on the TEFAP/USDA program (TEFAP - Temporary
Emergency Food Assistance Program) for a few years now. While we do not have control over the types or
quantities of items that are included in this program, we do receive a wide variety of frozen and nonperishable
items. It fluctuates month to month and is divided for delivery over the first four Wednesday’s of the month.
The rest of what | need | order from a menu each week which includes onions, potatoes, a significant variety of
vegetables and produce, fresh fruit, eggs, and dairy items. The cost of eggs still is high enough that the food
depository has restricted them. | usually have to wait a couple of weeks to have enough eggs to be able to
distribute one dozen to each family once a month.

As mentioned previously, the food depository continues to supply all our food at no cost to us, which is a huge
blessing because the funds we have go toward everything else we must purchase to safely give out and dispose
of food. Those items include paper bags, baggies, vinyl gloves, paper towels, and garbage bags, as well as pay for
utilities, garbage and recycling and anything else the pantry might need during the course of the year.

Since we opened in May of 2009 through November of 2025 (16+ years) - we have served at least 340,630
households totaling about 1,055,028 individuals. From July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025, the Greater Chicago
Food Depository supplied us with 533,812 pounds of food. That includes food directly purchased by the Greater
Chicago Food Depository, donated food to the depository, and federally funded food. The monetary value of the
funded food to us is $926,425! Add to that the 2,000 Ibs of chicken from Hunger Resource Network and other
food donations throughout the year. Each week we receive 10,000-16,000 pounds of food. During the months of
November and December the Greater Chicago Food Depository delivers “holiday food” consisting of turkey
breasts or whole chickens in addition to other types of holiday food items such as pumpkin pie filling, sweet
potatoes, stuffing mix, etc. It’s wonderful to be able to give patrons some extra food items to round out their
holiday meal.

The number of people we are serving fluctuates from month to month. Right now we are averaging around
1,800 families a month, which is about 4,000 individuals. So many of those who come to the pantry for food
have been coming for many years and quite a few continue to bake treats for us as a way to thank us.

Thank you again for taking your valuable time to volunteer. Wednesdays can be hard because of the size of the
delivery we receive that has to be brought inside no matter what the weather is doing, and sorted, stocked and
bagged appropriately in order to distribute it in the afternoon. Boxes need to be broken down and recycled, and
garbage dumped. We do it all within a short window of about two hours. I'm thankful for those that stay to help
when we go over the time we are supposed to be done. Friday’s aren’t as heavy but we still do a lot to prepare
for Saturday distribution. Those in check-in who meet, greet, and register the patrons are helpful and kind, much
welcomed in our society that doesn’t always treat people in need with respect and kindness. And, a very special
thank you to Susan Gottlieb, who coordinates all of the volunteers to make sure that | have the help | need in
each area. She’s my right hand. Take some time to thank her for all that she does to keep track of the schedule,
and thank you for responding to her emails quickly. It makes my job so much easier when we have the help we
need.

As we approach another holiday season and the end of another year, may you be filled with peace and joy in
your hearts and homes, and be filled with gratitude and thankfulness over the abundant blessings in your life.

With my gratitude and thankfulness to and for each and every one of you,
Faith

Pantry Operations Manager



